WHBTG 2019, Newport

A registered team of 25 competitors and their supporters made the journey to Newport to take part in the WHBTG 2019.

Day 1
There was a variety of sports that Team Freeman were involved in today:

The experienced Archers were the first to get us started. In the unbelievably high temperatures new team member Alan Le Marinel managed a silver medal! Archery success continued throughout the day with gold for Shaun Winter, silver's for Craig Jones, Jon Docherty and Doreen Collingwood and bronze for Debbie Burdon but big shout out for all our archers (and supporters) on what was an unbelievably hot day!
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 Up the road at a different venue volleyball players Simon Ripley and John Wallace together with the rest of their team won a bronze medal, a great achievement.

Meanwhile at the snooker event Liam Waterworth and new member Steven Firn got through to the quarter finals but unfortunately drew each other to play. Newcomer Steven Firn went on to take the game and progressed to take the gold medal!

After the sports had come to an end for the day we made our way to Rodney Parade for the opening ceremony. Newport football ground made a great welcome for the teams cheered on by local cheerleaders, brownies, cadets to name but a few! Not sure there were many dry eyes as the donor family network entered the stadium. Following speeches, the handover of the flag to Newport athletes and the lighting of the flame by an amazing lady Lisa (whose son donated all his organs and saved many lives following a hockey accident) and her daughter Pippa, the games were officially open!
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Day 2

An early start for the 4 table tennis boys! A great effort by all with the legend Mark Allen winning gold and new member Steven Firn winning more medals this time a bronze. Congratulations also to Adrian Chester for getting to quarter finals and I've noted their requirements for dark tops to compete in next year!  Thanks to Alex Bell for keeping me right.

Simon Ripley and Debbie Burdon travelled to Cardiff to cycle while other team members went up the road to Tenpin Bowling!

At the bowling there were lots, of great scores! Amazing lady Katy Taylor -Hamilton came 9th in her difficult age category scoring a personal best of 33 in her second game! There were many great scores, with a special mention to new member Adam Ellwood who played well in large age category and big well done to Alan Le Marinel who I sort of forced into bowling! (I hope you enjoyed it a little bit!). Craig Jones took a bronze medal for the  team ( a great example of sportsmanship after  being  given silver and knowing it wasn't right) and lovely lady Doreen Collingwood did an amazing 252 score earning silver in a real difficult age category ( and  eyed up by team GB Coach as a  future world lady!).

Meanwhile at the cycling, despite being in pain and on crutches only days before Debbie Burdon won silver in 10k road race whilst Simon Ripley cycled well in a very competitive age category.
Day 2 also saw the Golf competition take place at Celtic Manor where Sid and Carol Lamb and newcomer John Braidwood represented Freeman.

Later that night Rebecca Long and John Wallace had a great darts competition and Rebecca to her surprise took the bronze medal!

Day 2 finished with an enjoyable team meal.

Day 3

This time the early start was for the 5k walk competitors. Great effort by all particularly to Adam Ellwood for completing despite being stricken by cramp.
Meanwhile, 5 of the Freeman Team were competing in Bowls which it seems was a lovely friendly and extremely organized event enjoyed by all.

The afternoon saw the swimming competitions get underway. Unfortunately, due to illness the swimming crew were reduced to 3 but had great support. The swim of the day had to go to Katy Taylor-Hamilton who conquered all her fears to complete her backstroke and even earned a special medal for determination. Well done Katy. Meanwhile newcomer Sally Birch made her pool debut with a 2 bronze medals and I managed 3 bronze medals (and 2 pb’s!).
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Straight from swimming we headed to the Donor Run. This year, thanks to the suggestion by Simon Ripley many of the Freeman Team were in fancy dress and looked amazing. Great fun was had by everyone and I know this will now be an annual occurrence.
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Day 4

An early start at the stadium for the final day of Track and Field. Team Freeman had competitors taking part in Ball Throw, Javelin, Shot Putt, 100m and 400m. The day was a hot one again, great performances were given and fun had by all. In Shot Putt Craig Jones and Sid Lamb both won Gold, Shaun Winter took a bronze in Ball Throw, Katy Taylor-Hamilton took a bronze in Javelin and Sally Birch ended the day with a great 400m taking silver medal.
After a very speedy change out of sportswear and the team then were taken to Celtic Manor for the Gala Celebration. The organization this year, the food and entertainment were all excellent and a great end to a fantastic games.
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Our Freeman awards were made and our much loved Superstar Katy Taylor-Hamilton was nominated by the team to receive the Graeme Marsh Award and new team member Steven Firn was nominated for the Joan Whitney Trophy. Steven was not at the gala celebration, but a phone call was made and hopefully he will have a presentation at clinic. In addition, team member Robert Brown kindly handed over a special top in memory of John Coyle (Coylie) to John Wallace to be handed onto Shirly together with the money to frame it, which was a lovely special gesture.
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Newport 2019 I think the team will agree were a great games. New members were given a great welcome by all the team and Steven, Alan, Adam, John and Sally were great new members who we all hope we join us in 2020 either in Spain or Coventry (or both!).
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Unfortunately illness struck some of the team meaning they were unable to compete but special thanks to Adele Lambert for supporting everyone and doing a great job conveying results on social media and even managing to complete the donor walk as Thing 1!
If you are reading this and never been to the Transplant Games but would like to have a go, please contact myself: mclellanuk@yahoo.co.uk.
Medals

	Bronze
	11

	Silver
	7

	Gold
	5

	
	

	Total
	23


Louise Mclellan

Freeman Adults Team Manager

